
The Emerging Markets Forum was created by the Centennial Group as a not-for-pro�t 

initiative to bring together high-level government and corporate leaders from around the 

world to engage in dialogue on the key economic, �nancial and social issues facing 

emerging market countries.

 

The Forum is focused on some 70 market economies in East and South Asia, Eurasia, Latin 

America and Africa that share prospects of superior economic performance, already have or 

seek to create a conducive business environment and are of near-term interest to private 

investors, both domestic and international. 

Further details on the Forum and its meetings may be seen on our website at http://www.emergingmarketsforum.org

The Watergate O�ce Building, 2600 Virginia Avenue, NW, Suite 201

Washington, DC 20037, USA.  Tel:(1) 202 393 6663  Fax: (1) 202 393 6556

Email: info@emergingmarketsforum.org 

A nonprofit initiative of the Centennial Group

2019
Meeting

Final
Program

Eurasia
EMERGING
MARKETS
FORUM

JA
N

U
A

RY 27-29, 2019  G
ERZEN

SEE, SW
ITZERLA

N
D

Emerging
Markets
Forum





3

Final Agenda

All the sessions will take place in Bern Room at Hotel Schloss-Study Center of the Swiss National Bank.

January 27, 2019

17:00-18:00	 Registration	

18:00-21:00	 Welcome Reception and Dinner

		  Dinner Remarks: Jean-Daniel Gerber, Former State Secretary, SECO and Former Executive 
		  Director, World Bank

January 28, 2019

8:30-8:45	 Welcoming Remarks: Thomas J. Jordan, Chairman of the Governing Board, Swiss National 
		  Bank

8:45-9:00	 Group Photo

9:00-9:30	 Forum Objectives and Structure (Harinder Kohli, Founding Director and Chief Executive, 
		  Emerging Markets Forum and Andrea Siviero, Head, International Monetary Cooperation, Swiss 
		  National Bank)

9:30-11:00	 Session I: BRI Global Direction
		  Chair: Jean-Daniel Gerber, Former State Secretary, SECO and Former Executive Director, World 	
		  Bank
		  Presentation: Harinder Kohli, Founding Director and Chief Executive, Emerging Markets Forum
		  Discussants: Astrid Skala-Kuhmann, Senior Advisor to the Board, GIZ, Germany; Shigeo 		
		  Katsu, President, Nazarbayev University; Former Vice President for Europe and Central 		
		  Asia, World Bank

11:00-11:30 	 Coffee Break

11:30-13:15	 Session II: Perspectives from inside CASC Countries
		  Chair: Daniel Heller, Former Executive Director, International Monetary Fund (IMF)
		  Presentation: Johannes Linn, Distinguished Resident Scholar, Emerging Markets Forum
		  Discussants: Oraz Jandosov, Director, RAKURS Center for Economic Analysis; Former Minister 	
		  of Finance of Kazakhstan; Mikheil Janelidze, Founding Partner, EGE Advisors; Former Vice 
		  Prime Minister and Former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia; Abdujabbor Shirinzoda, 
		  Chairman of the Supervisory Board, Sohibkorbank; Former Governor, National Bank of Tajikistan

13:15-14:30	 Lunch 

14:30-16:15	 Session III: Roundtable on Inside-Out Perspectives on the Benefits and Challenges of BRI to the 
		  CASC Region
		  Chair: Shigeo Katsu, President, Nazarbayev University; Former Vice President for Europe and 	
		  Central Asia, World Bank
		  Roundtable: Rustam Aminjonov, Deputy Director, Analytical Center “Navo” of Tajikistan; Giorgi 	
		  Khishtovani, Research Director, Policy and Management Consulting Group (PMCG), Georgia; 	
		  Roman Mogilevskii, Senior Research Fellow and Associate Director, Institute of Public Policy 
		  and Administration, University of Central Asia, Kyrgyz Republic; Ziyodullo Parpiev, Deputy 
		  Dean for Postgraduate Courses and Executive Education, Westminster International University 
		  in Tashkent, Uzbekistan; Yersultan Zhanseitov, Senior Researcher, Center for China Studies, 
		  National Analytical Center of Kazakhstan
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16:15-17:45	 Session IV: IMF and World Bank Views
		  Chair: Marco Cavaliere, Head, Bilateral Cooperation, Swiss National Bank
		  Presentations: Lilia Burunciuc, Regional Director for Central Asia, World Bank; Juha Kähkönen, 	
		  Deputy Director, Middle East and Central Asia Department, International Monetary Fund (IMF)
		  Discussants: Alex Aleksishvili, Chairman, Policy and Management Consulting Group (PMCG); 	
		  Former Minister of Finance of Georgia; Suguru Miyazaki, Senior Director, Credit Risk Analysis 	
		  and Environmental Review Department, Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA); 	
		  Friederike Pohlenz, Head of Unit, State Secretariat for International Financial Matters SIF, 		
		  Financial Systems and Financial Markets - International Financial Institutions, Federal Department 	
		  of Finance of Switzerland; Lutfullo Saidmuradov, Director, Institute of Economy and 		
		  Demography of Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan

17:45-18:15	 Coffee Break

18:15-19:15	 Session V: Wrap-up Roundtable in Preparation of Day Two
		  Chair: Stefan Flückiger, Head of Special Foreign Economic Services (AF), State Secretariat for 
		  Economic Affairs (SECO)
		  Roundtable: Levon Barkhudaryan, Former Minister of Finance of Armenia; Werner Hermann, 	
		  Former Director, Swiss National Bank; Elkhan Nuriyev, Global Energy Associate, Brussels 		
		  Energy Club; Former Director, Center for Strategic Studies of Azerbaijan; Ulan Sarbanov, 		
		  Former Governor, National Bank of the Kyrgyz Republic; Marc Uzan, Executive Director, 		
		  Reinventing Bretton Woods Committee, France; Murat Yakubov, Former Deputy Governor, 	
		  National Bank of Uzbekistan

19:15-21:30	 Cocktails and Dinner

January 29, 2019

8:30-10:30	 Session VI: Roundtable on Neighbors’/Partners’ Perspectives (EU, Russia, China, India, US)
		  Chair: Astrid Skala-Kuhmann, Senior Advisor to the Board, GIZ, Germany
		  Roundtable: Michael Emerson, Associate Senior Research Fellow, Centre for European Policy 	
		  Studies (CEPS); Biliang Hu, Professor and Dean, Emerging Markets Institute, Beijing Normal 	
		  University; Johannes Linn, Distinguished Resident Scholar, Emerging Markets Forum; 
		  Rajat Nag, Distinguished Fellow, Emerging Markets Forum; Former Managing Director General, 	
		  Asian Development Bank (ADB), India; Evgeny Vinokurov, Chief Economist, Eurasian Fund for 	
		  Stabilization and Development, Russia

10:30-11:00	 Coffee Break 

11:00-12:30	 Session VII: Regional Cooperation
		  Chair: Djoomart Otorbaev, Former Prime Minister of the Kyrgyz Republic
		  Roundtable: Oraz Jandosov, Director, RAKURS Center for Economic Analysis; Former 		
		  Minister of Finance of Kazakhstan; Tony More, Head of Division, Europe and Central Asia, State 
		  Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) of Switzerland; Robert Schoellhammer, Representative, 
		  European Representative Office, Asian Development Bank (ADB)

12:30-14:00	 Lunch with Remarks by Marie-Gabrielle Ineichen-Fleisch, State Secretary and Director, State 
		  Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO), Switzerland
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14:00-15:30	 Session VIII: Wrap-up Roundtable
		  Moderator: Andrea Siviero, Head, International Monetary Cooperation, Swiss National Bank
		  Roundtable: Rolf Jeker, Chairman, Emerging Market Services Ltd, Switzerland; CEO 
		  and Vice-Chairman, AO Foundation; Shigeo Katsu, President, Nazarbayev University; Former 
		  Vice President for Europe and Central Asia, World Bank; Johannes Linn, Distinguished Resident 	
		  Scholar, Emerging Markets; Djoomart Otorbaev, Former Prime Minister of the Kyrgyz Republic; 
		  Astrid Skala-Kuhmann, Senior Advisor to the Board, GIZ, Germany

15:30-16:15	 Concluding Session: Next Steps and Closing Remarks
		  Panelists: Marco Cavaliere and Harinder Kohli
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List of Participants

Alex Aleksishvili	
Chairman, Policy and Management Consulting Group 
(PMCG); Former Minister of Finance
Georgia

Rustam Aminjonov	
Deputy Director, Analytical Center “Navo”
Tajikistan

Lena Lee Andresen	
Deputy Head, Bilateral Cooperation, Swiss National 
Bank	
Switzerland

Rustam Babajanov	
Associate Professor and Head, Institutional Studies 
and Social Sector, Institute of Economics and 
Demography, Academy of Sciences	
Tajikistan

Levon Barkhudaryan	
Former Minister of Finance 	
Armenia

Amelie Brune	
Economist, Swiss National Bank	
Switzerland

Lilia Burunciuc	
Regional Director for Central Asia, World Bank	
International Organization

Marco Cavaliere	
Head, Bilateral Cooperation, Swiss National Bank
Switzerland

Stefan Denzler
Deputy Head of Division, Multilateral Cooperation
State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO)
Switzerland

Michael Emerson	
Associate Senior Research Fellow, Centre for European 
Policy Studies (CEPS)
Belgium

Bakhodur Eshonov
Former Head, Center for Economic Research
Uzbekistan

Stefan Flückiger
Head of Special Foreign Economic Services (AF), State 
Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO)
Switzerland

Jonas Frank
Deputy Head of Division, Macroeconomic Support, 
State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO)
Switzerland

Jean-Daniel Gerber	
Chairman, Swiss Sustainable Finance; Chairman Swiss 
Investment Fund for Emerging Markets
Switzerland

Daniel Heller	
Former Executive Director, International Monetary Fund 
(IMF)
Switzerland

Werner Hermann	
Former Director, Swiss National Bank	
Switzerland

Biliang Hu	
Professor and Dean, Emerging Markets Institute, 
Beijing Normal University	
China

Nadira Huonker
Advisor, Swiss National Bank
Switzerland

Nasiba Imaralieva	
Senior Economist, Swiss National Bank
Switzerland

Marie-Gabrielle Ineichen-Fleisch	
State Secretary and Director, State Secretariat for 
Economic Affairs (SECO)
Switzerland

Oraz Jandosov	
Director, RAKURS Center for Economic Analysis; 
Former Minister of Finance; Former Governor, National 
Bank of Kazakhstan
Kazakhstan

Mikheil Janelidze 	
Founding Partner, EGE Advisors; Former Vice Prime 
Minister; Former Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Georgia 
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Rolf Jeker	
Chairman, Emerging Market Services Ltd; CEO 
and Vice-Chairman, AO Foundation; Former Senior 
Executive VP, SGS S.A.	
Switzerland

Thomas J. Jordan	
Chairman of the Governing Board, Swiss National 
Bank	
Switzerland

Juha Kähkönen	
Deputy Director, Middle East and Central Asia 
Department, International Monetary Fund (IMF)	
International Organization

Shigeo Katsu	
President, Nazarbayev University; Former Vice 
President for Europe and Central Asia, World Bank
Kazakhstan

Sevil Khidirova
Head, PR Department, Lukoil, Uzbekistan Operating 
Company	
Uzbekistan

Giorgi Khishtovani
Research Director, Policy and Management Consulting 
Group (PMCG)	
Georgia

Harinder Kohli
Founding Director and Chief Executive, Emerging 
Markets Forum; President and Chief Executive Officer, 
Centennial Group	
United States

Johannes Linn
Distinguished Resident Scholar, Emerging Markets 
Forum; Former Regional Vice President, World 
Bank	
United States

Nigar Mammadova
Former Deputy Chairman of the Board of Directors,
Financial Markets Supervisory Authority 
Azerbaijan

Grigory Marchenko
Former Governor, National Bank of Kazakhstan
Kazakstan

Bakhrom Mirkasimov 
Dean of Research and Postgraduate Programmes, 
Westminster International University in Tashkent
Uzbekistan 

Suguru Miyazaki
Senior Director, Credit Risk Analysis and Environmental 
Review Department, Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA)
Japan

Roman Mogilevskii
Senior Research Fellow and Associate Director, 
Institute of Public Policy and Administration, University 
of Central Asia	
Kyrgyz Republic

Tony More
Head of Division, Europe and Central Asia, State 
Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO)
Switzerland

Rajat Nag	
Distinguished Fellow, Emerging Markets Forum; 
Former Managing Director General, Asian Development 
Bank (ADB)	
India

Sylvie Naville	
Forum Director, Emerging Markets Forum	
France

Elke Nickel-Posselt
Honorary Professor, the University of Applied Science 
in Mittweida
Germany

Elkhan Nuriyev
Global Energy Associate, Brussels Energy Club; 
Former Director, Center for Strategic Studies
Azerbaijan

Djoomart Otorbaev	
Former Prime Minister 
Kyrgyz Republic

Ziyodullo Parpiev	
Deputy Dean for Postgraduate Courses and Executive 
Education, Westminster International University in 
Tashkent	
Uzbekistan 
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Friederike Pohlenz
Head of Unit, State Secretariat for International 
Financial Matters SIF, Financial Systems and Financial 
Markets - International Financial Institutions, Federal 
Department of Finance 
Switzerland

Lutfullo Saidmuradov	
Director, Institute of Economy and Demography of 
Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan	
Tajikistan

Ulan Sarbanov	
Former Governor, National Bank of the Kyrgyz 
Republic; Assistant Professor, University of Central Asia
Kyrgyz Republic

Robert Schoellhammer
Representative, European Representative Office, Asian 
Development Bank (ADB)
International Organization

Abdujabbor Shirinzoda
Chairman of the Supervisory Board, Sohibkorbank; 
Former Governor, National Bank of Tajikistan
Tajikistan

Andrea Siviero
Head, International Monetary Cooperation, Swiss 
National Bank	
Switzerland

Astrid Skala-Kuhmann
Senior Advisor to the Board, GIZ	
Germany

Peter Stutz	
Senior Policy Advisor on Asia, State Secretariat for 
International Financial Matters SIF, Financial Systems 
and Financial Markets - International Financial 
Institutions, Federal Department of Finance
Switzerland

Kemel Toktomushev	
Research Fellow, Institute of Public Policy and 
Administration, University of Central Asia	
Kyrgyz Republic

Hiroto Tsukada
Economist, Credit Risk Analysis Division, Credit Risk 
Analysis and Environmental Review Department, Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
Japan

Marc Uzan	
Executive Director, Reinventing Bretton Woods 
Committee	
France

Evgeny Vinokurov	
Chief Economist, Eurasian Fund for Stabilization and 
Development	
Russia

Daniel Woker	
Former Swiss Ambassador to Australia, Singapore and 
Kuwait; Senior Lecturer at the University of St Gallen	
Switzerland

Murat Yakubov
Former Deputy Governor, National Bank of 
Uzbekistan	
Uzbekistan

Yersultan Zhanseitov
Senior Researcher, Center for China Studies, National 
Analytical Center 
Kazakhstan


